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advanced posts of Barclay and Bagavout * thus occupied the
two extremities of the screening ridge, which has already
been described. To link them to one another, there were
posted along this ridge 28 squadrons of regular cavalry.

Owing to the conformation of the ground, and the
position of the advanced wings with their connecting line of
cavalry, the main lines, on the Golymin road, were concealed
from the view of an enemy debouching from the forest by
the Warsaw and Nasielsk roads. But, at the same time, the
fire of the greater portion of the Eussian artillery was
masked by the cavalry line.

I$L the valley, beyond the cavalry and extending into the
outlying woods in front of the forest, was a long line of
cossacks, supported, in front of Barclay's position, by 10
squadrons of hussars. Lastly, one battalion of Anrepp's
division (14th) stood to guard the bridge on the left bank of
the Narew. Anrepp himself was on the march, under
Kamenskoi's orders, from Popowo, near the Bug, to Eozan
and Ostrolenka.

Such was the position in which Bennigsen prepared to
receive the French attack, which might fall upon him either
from the direction of Warsaw and Nasielsk or from that of
Golymin.

He had taken special precautions to cover the bridge, not
only by his strong detachment under Bagavout, but also by
keeping his reserve behind his left flank, ready to support
that commander.

From the outskirts of Pultusk to Barclay's battery on the
Golymin road was a distance of about 4500 paces. The
Eussians had two lines of retreat, one by the right bank of
the Narew, through Makow to Ostrolenka, the other over the
bridge by the road on the left bank via Eozau. The latter
was decidedly longer, as it passed round the outside of the

* Bagavout "began the battle with 5000 men before he was reinforced
nigsen's despatch, Wikon, p. 235).   He was betweea the river bank and
Textremity of the ridge, extending on to the slope heading up to it.